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better, and it is possible to make it a question whether
mankind has gained on the whole.
To be sure, the question is a frivolous, one. What good
for the grown man to regret his childhood, and to think
his intelligence and experience a poor compensation for
the careless happiness that accompanied his childish
ignorance ? It was by Nature's law that he grew to
manhood, and if infancy can be happy without wisdom,
a foolish and superstitious man cannot hope for the same
happiness. Those who saw c old Proteus rising from the
sea' may or may not have been happier than we are; we,
at any rate, should be none the happier for seeing him.
But the triumph of the Christian Church is that it is
there,—that the most daring of all speculative dreams,
instead of being found impracticable, has been carried
into effect, and, when carried into effect, instead of being
confined to a few select spirits, has spread itself over a
vast space of the earth's surface, and, when thus diffused
instead of giving place after an age or two to something
more adapted to a later time, has endured for two
thousand years, and, at the end of two thousand years,
instead of lingering as a mere wreck spared by the toler-
ance of the lovers of the past, still displays vigour and
a capacity of adjusting itself to new conditions, and lastly,
in all the transformations it undergoes, remains visibly
the same thing and inspired by its Founder's universal
and unquenchable spirit.
It is in this and not in any freedom from abuses that
the divine power of Christianity appears. Again it is in
this, and not in any completeness or all-sufficiency. It is
a common mistake of Chrigfians to represent their faith
as alone valuable and as, by itself, containing all that man

